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Four Score and Seven Years:

From America's Founding to the Civil War
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Northwest Civil War Council 
School Day at Cheadle Lake  |  Lebanon, OR  |  May 15, 2026 

Previewing: Battle of Clatsop County  |  Astoria, OR  |  July 3-5, 2026



TEACHER GUIDE 
About This Packet 
Welcome to the Northwest Civil War Council's School Day at Cheadle Lake! This packet 
is designed to enrich your students' experience during today's full-day program and 
build excitement for the July 4th Weekend event at the Clatsop County Fairgrounds in 
Astoria — a special celebration tied to America's 250th Anniversary (1776-2026). 
Today's experience connects two pivotal eras of American history: the founding of the 
nation in 1776 and the Civil War era of the 1860s. As Lincoln reminded us in the 
Gettysburg Address, the Civil War was fought to determine whether a nation 'conceived 
in liberty' could endure. That connection is at the heart of today's program. 

Learning Objectives 
By the end of the School Day program, students will be able to: 

• Explain the key ideals of the Declaration of Independence (1776) and why they remained 
contested 87 years later. 

• Describe daily life for Union and Confederate soldiers, civilians, and medical personnel 
during the Civil War. 

• Identify Oregon's connection to the Civil War (Oregon became a state in 1859, just two 
years before the war). 

• Connect America's founding ideals to ongoing questions of freedom, equality, and unity. 
• Articulate what America's 250th Anniversary means in the context of the Civil War era. 

Oregon State Standards Alignment 

Teacher Notes 

The reenactors you meet today portray both Union AND Confederate soldiers. This is 
intentional — the NWCWC believes both perspectives must be understood to make sense of 
the war's history. Encourage students to listen for how each side spoke about 'America' and its 
founding ideals. There are no easy answers, and that is the point. 

The July 4th event in Astoria will include a formal reading of the Declaration of Independence, 
a 13-gun salute honoring the original colonies, and a Battle of Clatsop County reenactment — 
all framed around America's 250th Anniversary. Use the take-home flyers to encourage 
families to attend.

TIME ACTIVITY

History SS.7.H.1 - Analyze connections between past and present / SS.5.H.2 - Causes and 
effects of major historical events

Civics SS.5.CG.1 - Principles of American democracy / SS.8.CG.3 - Roles of citizens in a 
democracy

ELA Tie-In CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 - Identify point of view in primary and secondary 
sources



Today's Full-Day Schedule (Time and Location To Be Determined) 

Discussion Questions by Grade Band 
Grades K-5 

1. Why do you think people dress up and act out history? What can we learn from it? 
2. What is one thing a Civil War soldier had that is the same as something you have today? 

What is different? 
3. The Declaration of Independence says everyone has the right to 'life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness.' What does that mean to you? 

Grades 6-12 
4. Lincoln's Gettysburg Address said the Civil War was a test of whether a nation 

'conceived in liberty' could survive. Do you think the nation passed that test? Why or why 
not? 

5. How did Union and Confederate soldiers each interpret the ideals of the American 
founding? Were they fighting for the same things? 

6. Oregon became a state in 1859, just before the Civil War. How might Oregonians have 
viewed the conflict differently from people in Virginia or Massachusetts? 

7. Now that it is 2026 and America turns 250, what do you think the authors of the 
Declaration of Independence would think of the country today? 

TIME ACTIVITY

8:30 AM Arrival & Welcome — Introduction to the 250th Anniversary theme

9:00 AM Station Rotations Begin — Infantry/Camp Life, Civilian Demonstrations, Artillery

TBD Living History Talks — 'From 1776 to 1863: The Unfinished Work'

TBD Medical Tent Demonstration — Aftermath of Battle

12:00 PM Lunch Break in Camp — Students may visit reenactor camps

1:00 PM Artillery Charge

TBD Student Worksheet Time — Grade-appropriate activities (this packet)

TBD Class Discussions — Teacher-facilitated debrief

TBD 'Coming in July!' Preview — Take-home flyers distributed

3:00 PM Departure



STUDENT WORKSHEET  —  Grades K-5 
★  Four Score and Seven Years: America's Story  ★ 

Part 1: What Did You See Today? 
Circle the things you saw at the Civil War reenactment: 

Part 2: America Turns 250! 
In 2026, the United States turns 250 years old! It was born on July 4, 1776. The Civil War 
happened about 85 years after that. 

Fill in the blanks: 

America was born in the year ___________. 

The Civil War happened in the ___________ (circle one):   1600s     1700s     1800s     
1900s 

In 2026, America is turning ___________ years old. 

Part 3: Draw It! 
In the box below, draw one thing you saw today that you want to remember: 

Name: ________________________   Grade: ______   Date: ________________

⭐   Soldiers in uniform 

⭐   Cannons firing 

⭐   A doctor or nurse 

⭐   An American flag

⭐   Cooking over a fire 

⭐   Old-fashioned clothes 

⭐   Horses or wagons 

⭐   A tent or camp



I drew: ___________________________________________________________ 

Part 4: Big Idea 
The Declaration of Independence says every person has the right to: 

What does 'liberty' mean to YOU? Write or draw your answer: 

Part 5: Coming This Summer! 

Life  •  Liberty  •  The Pursuit of Happiness

★ You're Invited! ★ 

This July 4th weekend, the Northwest Civil War Council is holding a special event in Astoria, 
Oregon to celebrate America's 250th Birthday! There will be: 

• A real cannon salute with 13 shots (one for each original colony!) 
• A reading of the Declaration of Independence 
• An exciting Civil War battle reenactment 
• Camps to explore and soldiers to meet 

Ask your family to take home the flyer in this packet!



STUDENT WORKSHEET  —  Grades 6-12 

Four Score and Seven Years: From Revolution to Civil War 

Part 1: Primary Source Analysis 

1. What specific phrase does Lincoln borrow from the Declaration of Independence in his 
Gettysburg Address? Why do you think he made that connection? 

2. Lincoln says the Civil War is a 'test.' What is being tested, and what would it mean to 
pass or fail that test? 

Name: ________________________   Grade: ______   Date: ________________

Source A: Declaration of Independence (1776) 

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness."

Source B: Gettysburg Address (1863) 

"Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, 
conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now we 
are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and 
so dedicated, can long endure."



Part 2: Multiple Perspectives 
Today you heard from reenactors portraying both Union and Confederate soldiers. In the 
chart below, record what each side believed they were fighting for — and how each 
connected (or rejected) the ideals of America's founding. 

Part 3: Oregon Connection 

3. How do you think Oregon's identity as a brand-new state on the western frontier 
shaped how Oregonians viewed the Civil War? Consider: distance from the battlefields, 
economic interests, and the diversity of settlers. 

Question Union (North) Confederacy (South)

Why did they fight?

How did they view the 
Declaration of 
Independence?

What did 'liberty' mean 
to them?

Did You Know? 

Oregon became the 33rd state on February 14, 1859 — just two years before the Civil War 
began. Clatsop County, where the July event will be held, was one of Oregon's original 
counties, established in 1844. Oregon was a free state, and many Oregonians served in the 
Union Army.



Part 4: 250 Years Later — Your Reflection 
America's Declaration of Independence made a promise: that all people are created equal 
and have the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. The Civil War was, in part, 
a battle over whether that promise would be kept. 

4. As America turns 250 in 2026, how well do you think the country has kept that original 
promise? Use at least one specific historical example and one example from today's 
world in your answer. 

Part 5: Preview — July 4th in Astoria 

Battle of Clatsop County  |  July 3-5, 2026  |  Clatsop County Fairgrounds, Astoria, OR 

On July 4th weekend 2026, the Northwest Civil War Council will host a special 
Semiquincentennial event featuring: 

• A 13-gun artillery salute honoring the 13 original colonies at the start of July 4th 
• A formal public reading of the Declaration of Independence 
• Living history demonstrations connecting 1776 to 1863 
• Full battle reenactments with infantry, cavalry, and artillery 
• Camp tours where you can talk with soldiers and civilians in character 

Bonus: Can you find a connection between something you learned today and something you'd 
like to see at the July event? Write it here: 



AMERICA'S 250th ANNIVERSARY 

BATTLE OF CLATSOP COUNTY 

A Civil War Reenactment & July 4th Celebration 

What to Expect 

For more information: www.nwcwc.net 
Northwest Civil War Council  |  A 501(c) Non-Profit Organization

📅   JULY 3-5, 2026 

Clatsop County Fairgrounds  |  92937 Walluski Loop  |  Astoria, Oregon

💥  SATURDAY, JULY 4th 

13-Gun Salute at 9:00 AM honoring the original 13 
colonies 

Public reading of the Declaration of Independence 

Full battle reenactment with infantry, cavalry & 
artillery

🏕  ALL 3 DAYS 

Living history camp tours & soldier demonstrations 

Civilian life, cooking, music & period crafts 

Medical tent demonstrations

"Four score and seven years ago..." 

This July, we connect 1776 to 1863 to 2026. 

Come celebrate America's 250 years with the Northwest Civil War Council!
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